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ACTION SCCT-01 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 EUR-12 ISO-OO SCS-03 SY-05 USSS-00 DHA-02 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /078 W 

015518 

P 050921Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0459 
INFO AMCONSUL ASMARA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 9170 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS 

SUBJECT: ERITREAN KIDNAPPINGS 

REF: STATE 193224 (NOTAL), ADDIS 8849 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . TO OUR KNOWLEDGE NO REPEAT NO AMCITS ARE CURRENTLY 
BEING HELD CAPTIVE BY ELF, PLF, OR ANY OTHER INSURGENT 
GROUP IN ETHIOPIA. THREE NAMES MENTIONED IN WASH POST 
ARTICLE ARE "DANAKIL THREE", ALL OF WHOM ARE IDENTIFIED 
AS BRITISH CITIZENS BY BRIT EMBASSY HERE. FOURTH MAN, 

AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, IS ETHIOPIAN OF POLISH ORIGIN. 

2. BRITISH CHARGE TOLD US AUG 5 THAT THEY HAVE JUST 
RECEIVED FIRST WORD THAT JOURNALIST JOHN SWAIN MAY BE 
ALIVE. REPORT APPARENTLY EMANATES FROM ETHIOPIAN REFUGEES 
IN MOMBASA THROUGH NEWSWEEK STRINGER IN NAIROBI TO LONDON 
SUNDAY TIMES. REPORT IS THAT SWAIN IS HELD BY UNIDENTI- 
FIED ERITREAN INSURGENTS ALONG WITH BRITISH FAMILY, 

ANOTHER BRITON AND AN AMERICAN. BRIT EMBASSY, HOWEVER, 

IS DUBIOUS ABOUT AUTHENTICITY OF REPORT. EXCEPT FOR 
SWAIN, THEY KNOW OF NO BRIT CITIZEN MISSING ON HIS OWN 
AND WE KNOW OF NO AMCIT. FAMILY, OF COURSE, IS TYLER 
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FAMILY. CONCEIVABLY REPORT RECEIVED BY BRITS IS ALSO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

SOURCE OF WASH POST ARTICLE, SLIGHTLY GARBLED. 

TIENKEN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KIDNAPPING, REPORTS, JOURNALISTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 05 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ADDIS09170 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760301-1262 
From: ADDIS ABABA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760885/aaaacwqh.tel 

Line Count: 63 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SCOT 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 STATE 193224, 76 ADDIS ABABA 8849 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: coburnhl 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 MAY 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <08 SEP 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ERITREAN KIDNAPPINGS 
TAGS: PINS, ET, UK 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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